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September 30, 1994 
15621 SE 26th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 


Dear Friends: 


What is the rarest Vibroplex? I know several people that have the #4 
Upright, one that has a Midget, but who has a Vibroplex 225SL? 


Huh? 


I saw a packet message last winter asking for information about this model 
so I replied to the sender and determined that he was talking about a 2 
meter FM rig! Further enquiries led me to the attached ads out of 1979 73 
magazines. The "teaser" appeared in the August and September issues, and 
the actual ad appeared in the October, November and December issues. I 
wrote to Bill Holley, and his source told him that they sold more than ten 
but less than 50 of them. As soon as they were in production a Japanese 
company came out with a similar model that put him out of the 2 meter 
business. Per Bill the 225 stood for "2 meters, 25 watts". 


Here is a strange key that I picked it up in British Columbia several years 
ago. I do not know why the arm is articulated. I would appreciate 
information on this key. 


GENEALOGY AND KEY COLLECTING I have been working on a family genealogy for 
several years, and I have found that many of the skills used in genealogy 
are applicable to key research. In many cases we are trying to identify 
people to piece together information about their products. There are many 
sources that can be of help. Old city directories are useful in tracing 
businesses. Most libraries have them going back for many years. Old 
telephone directories are also frequently available. 


A prime resource is local historical societies. Often a polite letter will 
result in good information. Genealogical societies often have extensive 
information, and many of them keep indexes of genealogists that are working 
on a particular "line" or family name. Your local genealogical society will 
have a list of their addresses. 
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The Mormon church has the most complete genealogical references in the world 
in Salt Lake City. They also have satellite libraries all over the country 
that can access information from the main library. You don’t have to be a 
church member to do research, and their volunteers are very knowledgeable. 


Another good resources is obituaries. If a person was prominent in the 
local business community there is often extensive information about them, 
and names of immediate relatives are frequently printed. These are most 
often available through historical societies or local newspapers. 


Dave Pennes sent a photo of an El-Key. The El-Key is a heavy non-iambic set 
of paddles that were manufactured in the late '50s and early '60s. On page 
68 of Keys, Keys, Keys Dave Ingram states that they are French made. I have 
no idea how he came up with that other than the French sounding name of the 
manufacturer, "Poucel Electronics Co.". Poucel advertised these keys in 
QST intermittently from September, 1959 to December 1963. I also found ads 
in the September through December, 1959 issues of CQ. I have a copy of one 
of their ads in the back of this Keyletter for reference with a copy of the 
10/59 QST article about it. Several of the ads mention that it is available 
in Black, Gray, or Chrome. I called Poucel two or three years ago, but he 
wouldn’t provide me with any meaningful information. I followed up with a 
letter and got no reply. In late September, Pete Malvasi sent me the 
following message that he downloaded from packet: 


Bob Poucel W2AYJ, passed away on Thursday, September 15, 1994. He is 
reposing at the Lang, Tobin, DePalma Funeral Home, 406 Deer Park Avenue 
(Rte 231), Babylon, NY. Hours Sept. 16 are 2-4:30 a.m. and 7 - 9:30 pm 
at the funeral home. Interment at Pinelawn Cemetery. Bob is survived 
by his son Bob, Jr. K2CFD. Condolences may be sent to MR. & Mrs. 
Robert Poucel, Jr., 5 Lacy Court, Blue Point, NY 11715. 


Dave also sent a copy of a letter that he sent to Tom French: 


Enclosed are photos of my MacElroy teardrop keys. My experience has been 
different from yours in that all four of my Mac keys have the wide place 
on the lever over the contact. The levers seem to be of two types: with 
or without the hole at the lever pivot junction point. In addition, all 
of mine have a cast emblem of some sort and a number on the underside. 
There are differences in the lower contacts as well, with some highly 
machined, and others looking like cheap stamped metal. Also, the way the 
Spring is mounted varies. Some have a spring simply in the hole in the 
base made for that purpose. One of the black ones with a circuit closing 
switch has a little frame to hold the spring, and this one has the well 
made bottom contact. By the way, all of them are cast iron and none says 
"Made in USA" the way my TAC key did. 


I checked my Mac teardrops, and they have the same emblem. I had looked at 
them numerous times and never noticed the mark before - you have to get the 
light. just right. Good eyes Dave! My Mac 1938 [page 118 of McElroy] 
doesn’t have this mark, nor does my Mac cast Iron straight key. [page 116] 
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Dave has a machinist that has made small parts for him such as weights for 
bugs, locknuts, etc. He does a fine job at a reasonable price and will make 
parts if supplied with a sample. Contact: 


Don Funkhouser 

5890 W. Vermont Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46224 
(317)487-1812 [work] 
(317)244-8380 [home] 


Several months ago I sent a packet message to Menominee, Michigan in hopes 
of obtaining information about Signal Electric. Mr. John Edquist ended up 
with the message and sent me the following: 


"Signal made battery operated radios. They may have been called 
‘Signolas’. My friends who worked at the Signal Electric plant were in 
their 80’s whey they died some years ago. 


One of my friends was a ham who mentioned that he got parts to make his 
Amateur Radio station equipment from Signal Electric. Signal Electric had 
the first broadcast station in this area. They also made Signal fans, 
electric motors of small sizes, bells, and drills. They sold out to King- 
Seely who operated the plant for some time. More recently Emerson has 
purchased the plant and are producing shop vacuum cleaners for Sears." 


Murray Willer: 


"I found a regular hand key that had the Speed-xX name stamped on the 
lever, but the die-cast base [black crackle finish] had a small inset on 
the bottom with the initials "EIC", which would indicate that the base was 
made by or for the Electric Import Co. This really puzzles me. I suspect 
someone has switched levers." 


I called Bill Nye at Nye Viking about this, and his only idea is that 
someone has cannibalized parts on two or more keys. Does anyone have 
information to the contrary? 


Doug Palmer wrote to ask the address of Hi-Mound in Japan. He was there a 
few months ago, and even though radio stores had piles of Hi-Mound keys they 
were unable to provide him with an address. 


I have no information on Hi-Mound. I have ad copy from several importers, 
but nothing on the parent company. I suspect that they make the generic 
keys that are sold by Radio Shack, Ameco, etc. There May be some connection 
between them and Skillman. Several companies have imported them over the 
years, but I have nothing that has their home address on it. The latest 
importer that I know of is: 


K8XF Telegraph Keys Import Corp 
9929 Fox Squirrel Drive 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 


Does anyone have any information about Hi-Mound? 
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If any of you correspond with Doug he has a new address: 


Doug Palmer 
5260 NW 81st Terrace 
Lauderhiill, FL 33351 


John Elwood commented that some of the pictures:in previous keyletters are 
pretty dark. Unfortunately, this is not a problem with the copy process. 
In many instances the ads that I am copying are not all that good, so I am 
stuck with a "garbage in - garbage out" situation. John enclosed a letter 
from WA4TWJ, I.D. Hunter, inventor of the Apex Hunter key. The following 
are excerpts: 


"First of all, you should know that this key could never be an invention 
of mine - neither was it a copy of any semi-automatic key that I’d ever 
used in previous years. The main aim being reliability and ease of making 
by an ordinary ham; the proportions being developed in about the year 1936 
or thereabout. Postwar I made quite a few and exchanged them with hams 
all over the world, chiefly in the USA. I’d put a nominal value of five 
dollars on them. About a dozen or so were sent out. Here in Tampa I made 
about a dozen. Three Apex II’s were made. They had no paddle lever, or 
I should say, it is single lever - the neutral position being held by two 
coil springs which balances things and makes for a key that works with a 
wooden base instead of a heavy metal one - and the space time is quicker - 
that is from dots to ash. 


N7CFO NEW ACQUISITIONS: 


#657. Western Electric Signal Corps Buzzerphone, model EE-1-A. This is a 
real beauty mounted in a heavy oak case with heavy brass corners and 


latches. Inside is a buzzer set with a straight key marked "4B". Henry 
Engstrom sent me copies from a 1938 Army manual on infantry signal 
communications. It has a lot of information on the EE-1-A and indicates 


that it was replaced with the TG-5 Field Telegraph set. 


#648. Buzza Products straight key. This is similar to a Bunnell steel 
lever key and is marked "Buzza Products, Sydney". 


#651. Signal Corps M-209-B cipher machine. It is in a 5 1/4" xX 7" metal 
case that is marked: 


SIGNAL CORPS 
CONVERTER M-209-B 
43345 :CACH 36914-PHILA-43 


It has a decal on the outside of the case with extensive lubrication 
instructions. I do mean EXTENSIVE! Somebody must have been excited about 
lubricating oil in those days ..... Inside is a mechanism with six wheels 
with letters of the alphabet on them. There is a small paper tape reel in 
the cover and a feed mechanism and print head. An activating lever on the 
right rolls the alphabet wheels and prints a letter on the tape. Inside the 
top of the case is a small lubricator similar to the old one on a M-1 
carbine, a pair of tweezers, and ink for the ink roller in a tube. These 
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all fit neatly into metal clips. I saw an advertisement in QST placed by 
Ron, WB2EZK on cipher machines, so I dropped him a note. He replied: 


",.What you have is the most widely used U.S. cipher machine in World War 
II. It is also the one most often found in surplus stores, flea markets, 
etc. because it was declassified many years ago. 


On the left side is the encipher-decipher know with a "C" on one side and 
"D" on the other. Turn the lever so "C" is shown. That is the position 
to encipher a message. Also on the left is a knob to turn an indicating 
disk and typewheel which have regular alphabets. You turn the knob to 
line up the letters of your message one by one with the benchmark. As 
each letter is in position you turn the power handle which will cause the 
wheels to turn and print a letter on the tape. The cipher letters will be 
automatically printed in groups of five. To decipher, turn the knob on 
the left so the "D" is seen and use the enciphered letters as you did with 
your original message, and it will appear on the tape. 


The cage like unit near the rear of the machine contains 27 bars with two 
lugs on each bar. The lugs can be moved to different positions on the 
bars which, along with the next item I describe, vary the encipherment. 
The six keywheels each have a pin under each letter which can project from 
either the right or left side of the wheel. Right is the operative 
position and these pins determine how the keywheels interact with the cage 
mechanism to form cipher text letters. The starting position of the 
wheels is also part of the key. The person with whom you are 
communicating with must have an M-209 with lugs and pins in the same 
position as your machine and keywheels in the same starting position." 


SWAPS AND SELLS 
Wyn Davies is a new contributor. His address is 


D. Wyn Davies 
Pen-Y-Maes 
Halcog Brymbo 
Wrecsam Clwyd 
LL11 5DR Wales 
UK 


Wyn is looking for three America keys: a Bunnell Double Speed, a Mac Key, 
and a CAQZ 2026. He is willing to trade a brass GW key, an A.J. Ulmer J-5- 
A, a J-46 strap key, a "Buzzer Signal Training [see AWA vol 8, page 32, 
figure 81] fitted with a WT 8 amp bakelite key. He also has a British 
miniature key made by McMurdo, NATO no. 5805-99-949-9618 in black bakelite. 
This is similar to the Australian key shown in Keys, Keys, Keys on page 65, 
figure 6-3. He can also supply 5 inch Aldis signalling lamps (British Navy) 
and NATO intermediate 2 1/2 inch signalling lamps, but without bulbs. 
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FOR TRADE: 


- Will trade Vibroplex model 4 early Blue Racer, S/N 57457 in very good 
condition, all parts original with deep blue base - no pinstriping, for 
Brit Tel. (pre 1920) LL straight key or navy spark key (not Clapp). 


- For Trade, truly mint McElroy A400 bug for early Euro LL key or 
Xograph. 


- For trade, near mint Rotoplex in Original box for Melehan Valiant or 73 
bug. 


Contact Pete Malvasi at (201)934-0321. 


David Holley has a Wilson Mfg. Bug. The finish is good with a small marred 
area, and very slight chipping on the T bar yoke where the key was laid over 
on its side and sued as a straight key. The base and the remainder of the 
yoke is 100% finish (RCAF blue) with no corner chips on the base. The parts 
are all original and matching with no wear or pitting. The key is complete, 
but has only one weight. It may have originally had two. The label reads: 


Keys, Morse, Semi Automatic 
R.C.A.F Ref. No. 10F/7390 
Made in Canada by 
Wilson Mfg. Cop. Toronto, Ontario 


It has no serial number. The key is inscribed VE3ACW on one of the contact 
strips on the base. The key once belonged to Sandy Sanderson, a prominent 
ham who set up many R.C.A.F radio bases during WW II. 


He is willing to trade it for the following keys in order of preference: 


~ Vibroplex JUNIOR 

~ Vibroplex X model with round shaft 

- Vibroplex Blue Racer with blue base. He would prefer the 
first Vibroplex Co,. label 

- Blue Racer, WW II deluxe 

- Blue Racer, U damper, black crinkle or chrome. 


If you have an item for trade you can write David at 2232 South 34th Street, 
Abilene, TX 79605 or call him at (915)695-5783. 


Well, that is it for this time. Keep those cards and letters coming! 
7 


f esto 


Lynn, N7CFO 
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N7CFO KEYLETTER #10 
Lynn A. Burlingame 
15621 SE 26th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 


(206)641-5488 


The N7CFO KEYLETTER is a seldom regular 
publication devoted exclusively to sharing 
information about telegraphy instruments 


and the lore of another age. 


e Ylew Apparatus 


New “Sideswiper” 


ESIGNED specifically for use with electronic 

keyers, the Elkey (Poucel Electronics, P. O. 
Box 181, Babylon, L. I., New York) is a mechani- 
cal switching mechanism that will close one of two 
clectrical circuits when the Lucite paddle arm 
is moved either side of its normally centered 
position, Unlike the semiautomatic keys that 
automatically generate dots when the paddle is 
pushed to one side, the Elkey makes continuous 
contact on both sides. However, when used in 
conjunction with an electronic keyer the Elkey 
becomes a truly automatic key, making automatic 
dots and dashes. The key is not restricted to 
use with an electronic keyer, but can also be 
used as a sideswiper. 

The solid one-piece base weighs 314 pounds 
and is fitted with rubber feet to prevent skidding. 
The paddle and armature are supported by a 
massive chrome-plated solid brass yoke. All ma- 
jor controls are adjustable, including the spring 
tensions and contact gap spacing. The contact 
points are made of silver while all posts, arms and 


CST 


October 1959 


hardware are chrome-plated machined brass. 
Since the kever ‘feels’? and performs the same 
when pushed either side of center, the Elkey may 
be used by a southpaw, too! 
—E.L.C. 


to ]/s4 


EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY 


ale 


The new EL-KEY designed specifically for Elec- 
tronic Keyers. No worries about makeshift keys, 


Cut-up bugs, etc. EL-KEY gives you a sound key- 
ing lever for your new or old keyer ata Price you 
can afford. 


CHECK THESE FEATURES: ¥ Solid block cast base, 314” 
x5” WV Weight 34 lbs. Vv Completely adjustable stops 
contacts and spring tensions W Machined brass yoke, arm: 
posts Chrome picted Silver contacts ¥ Double. 
lucite paddies Wv Non-skid rubher feet v For right hand 
orleft hand sending Vv Fully guaranteed. 
Excellent as a SIDE SWIPER! 
Low price—$15.50 postpaid in U.S.A. 
Slightly higher elsewhere 


POUCEL ELECTRONICS 
Division of Shore Mfg. Corp. 


P.O. Box 181 Babylon, LI, N. Y. 
Bob, W2AYJ Sid, K2FC 


EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KEY EL-KE 


M-1a AIN-1d AIN-1d AIN-1a AIN-19 AIN-19 AIM 


AaN-14a AIN-19 AIM. 


